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t 

wThe medical profession know so much about 

diabetes now, but when did physicians first 

recognise this debilitating disease? 

 

w I had no idea but wanted to know, so I  

started digging. 

Why? 



t 

When? 



t 

w 100 years ago ï The 

end of Queen Victoriaôs 

reign 

When? 



t 

w 250 years ago ï The 

Great fire of London 

(1666) 

When? 



t 

w 500 years ago ï The 

era of William 

Shakespeare  

When? 



t 

w 750 years ago ï The 

signing of the Magna 

Carta 

When? 



t 

w 1000 years ago ï Battle 

of Hastings 1066, 

William the Conqueror 

becomes King of 

England. 

When? 



t 

w 1500 years ago ï The 

Dark ages (post Roman 

rule) 

When? 



t 

w 2000 years ago ï 

Juleas Caesar led the 

first Roman army into 

Kent, for what would be 

the beginning of the 

Roman occupation. 

When? 



t 

w 2500 years ago ï The 

Iron age  

When? 



t 

w 3000 years ago ï The 

Bronze age 

When? 



t 
w 1552 BCE (Before common era) 

An Egyptian by the name of 
Hesy-Ra mentions Diabetes like 
disease for the first time. It is 
mentioned in the óEbersô 
Papyrus, and gave remedies for 
óThe passing of too much Urineô. 

 

w Hesy-Ra was the first ódoctorô to 
consider changing a patients diet 
to help with their condition 
(Diabetes) 

 

w The modern day description we 
use for describing what Hesy-Ra 
saw is óPolyuriaô 

 
 

About 3,500 years ago! 



t 
w 250 BCE, Diabetes was 

again described by 
Arateus, a Roman Medical 
Philosopher as, ñThe 
Melting down of flesh and 
limbs into urine.ò 

 

w This first describes the 
relationship between 
Diabetes, ischemia, and 
the subsequent loss of 
limbs 

 

2,250 years ago 



t 
 

wApollonius of Memphis, 

which describes a 

disease which òdrains 

patients of more fluid than 

they can consumeò. 

wThe term óDiabetesô is 

created, meaning ôto drain 

throughô or ósiphonô 

 

2,000 years ago 


